
red-winged blackbird
  N a t u r s k o l a  E x p l o r e r  G u i d e

Materials  Needed:  
pen or  penci l ,  binoculars  (optional)

Look for red-winged blackbirds in marshes,  
along streams, wet roadsides, and meadows

The female red-winged 
Blackbird has mostly brown 
feathers with streaks  across 
her chest and back.  These 
colors allow her to blend in 
with her surroundings in the 
marsh. This is called 
"camouflaging"

The male red-winged 
blackbird has black feathers 
with red and yellow patches 
at the top of his wings called 
"epaulets" 

to camouflage yourself is to make yourself 
blend into your surroundings using your 
shape or color. animals use camouflage to 
hide themselves from things that want to 
eat them, or to help them sneak up on their 
food.

Look at what you are wearing today. Do you blend in 
with your surroundings? 

What could you do to blend in better with the 
environment around you?

epaulet



the female red-winged blackbird makes her 
nest low to the ground and hides it among 
thick grasses. 

this is what it looks like! 

What other animals do you know of that make nests?

in the winter, red-winged blackbird fly to 
the southern states of north america to 
escape the cold harsh winter. In the spring, 
the males migrate north again a few weeks 
(before the females) to find a new home for 
their families. 

Migration is the movement of an animal or group of animals from 
one place to another. Circle the reasons you think an animal might 
migrate below: 

to find 
food

to find  
shelter

to have 
babies

to find more 
space

to find  
safety

The sooty shearwater has the longest 
migration of any animal on earth! This 
bird flies up to 40,000 miles a year 
from new Zealand to the northern 
pacific ocean in search of food! 
 

Answer: Animals can migrate for all of these reasons! 



see red-winged blackbirds in your own yard!Listen to the sounds that a red-winged blackbird 
makes...some people say that it sounds like "oak-a-lee" or 
"conk-la-ree"! 

What does the call of a red-winged blackbird sound like 
to you?

in the winter, red-winged blackbirds eat 
seeds including corn and wheat. in the 
summer, they eat mostly insects. 
 

red-winged blackbirds have a special way 
of getting insects down in the mud in the 
marshes, called "gaping" 
 

Gaping is when a bird opens its powerful beak 
down in the mud to eat insects hiding at the 
base of aquatic plants. Only blackbird species 
use this special technique!

Red-winged blackbirds love to eat mixed grains and seeds. If you 
spread them on the ground in your yard, you might get a visit from 
them, especially during their  migration periods in the Spring and 
Fall!

explorer notes

date of my adventure: 

who came with me: 

where I went: 

what I saw: 


